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ERRATUM 

The titles of the figures at pages 22 and 34 should be transposed to read, 
at page 22: 

Fig. 1 (a) Cannock Forest: Holdings A.D. 1086 

at page 34: 
Fig. 1 (b) Cannock Forest: A.D. 1300 
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DR. RICHARD WILKES OF WILLENHALL, STAFFS. 
AN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY COUNTRY DOCTOR 

NORMAN W. TILDESLEY 

ON THE SOUTH side of the main road from Wolverhampton to Walsall and about two 
hundred and fifty yards to the west of St. Giles Church at Willenhall stood, until recent 
times, a mansion house where for some three hundred years lived the senior branch of the 
Wilkes family. We are told that they came out of Hertfordshire to settle here in the reign 
of Edward IV and during their long sojourn in Willenhall they played an important part 
in the affairs of the town and district. Some members rose to considerable eminence in 
their professions. William Wilkes who flourished in the reign of Henry VIII became a 
prominent lawyer, being a protonotary of the Court of Common Pleas1, and although most 
of the senior male members played a prominent part in local affairs and the work of the 
Church it was Richard Wilkes, the last of his line, who achieved the most success and added 
lustre to the name of this ancient family. 

Physician, antiquary and gentleman he was born 16 March 1690 being the elder son of 
Richard and Lucretia Wilkes. The christian name, Richard, had been borne by senior 
members of the family for a number of generations and this, coupled with the not uncommon 
surname of Wilkes, makes it difficult to disentangle the history and genealogy of this 
important family. Richard's early education took place at Trentham and from there, in 
due course, he went to St. John's College Cambridge where he read for the Church. One 
of his tutors was Dr. Nicholas Saunderson a don famous in the eighteenth century for his 
mathematical lectures. Wilkes's contact with him continued long after his departure from 
Cambridge and in his diary on 16 April 1739 Wilkes records Saunderson's death. 

About the middle of the month at Cambridge died Dr. Nicholas Saunderson, the 
most wonderful man in the world. He lost his sight when not more than two years 
old, but by a surprising genius and memory, became one of the best mathematicians 
of the age, being there made professor. When young he took pleasure in going to 
all public meetings for diversion; he loved music so as to play well upon the flute and 
he was a good classic scholar. He was born in Yorkshire, his father being an excise 
man, and was brought by a neighbouring gentleman, who had been his schoolfellow, 
to Christ's College. Here he was soon taken notice of, maintained himself by 
reading lectures in mathematics and natural philosophy as improved by Sir Isaac 
Newton and, when Mr. Whiston was expelled, succeeded him in the professorship. 
He married and left two daughters as I am informed2. 

Richard Wilkes was admitted to St. John's College in 1710 at the age of 19, graduated 
B.A. in January 1715 and proceeded to the degree of M.A. In 1716 he was appointed a 
Fellow of his college and in 1718 became Linacre Lecturer. About this time he was 
ordained deacon with a title to the parish of Stowe by Chartley in Staffordshire but he never 

1 S. Shaw, History and Antiquities of Staffordshire, ii, 1801, pp. 147-9, portrait (pi. XXII), and pedigree. 
In addition to Shaw, biographical details of Wilkes are in Diet. Nat. Biog: R. Simms, Bibliotheca 
Staffordiensis, 1894: F. W. Hackwood, Annals of Willenhall, 1908, pp. 82-9. 

2 Wilkes diary, 1739-1754. Copy in possession of the author, made by permission of the owner, Col. W. H. 
Unett, of Old Malton, Yorks. 
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SOME EARLY CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS 
OF LICHFIELD ST. MICHAEL'S 

MARJORIE ANDERSON 

THE EARLY CHURCHWARDENS' accounts of Lichfield St. Michael's appear to have 
had a rather chequered history. One group dating from the mid-sixteenth century to the 
mid-eighteenth century is quoted extensively in Harwood's History of Lichfield (1806) but 
the originals have disappeared. Six accounts for the second half of the seventeenth century 
and one for the early eighteenth century, none of which is quoted by Harwood, remain at 
the parish church. A third group, together with levy books, copy depositions in an 
Exchequer cause, copy orders of the Vestry and other documents relative to St. Michael's, 
are among the Diocesan Records in the custody of Lichfield Joint Record Office. These 
accounts date from 1555 (for 1554-55) to 1732, spanning the same two centuries as the 
Harwood group, to which they are complementary. No item is from the Harwood group. 
The earliest account is dated by internal evidence. 

It is this third group of documents which is now under consideration. The last (draft) 
order of the Vestry (5 Nov. 1786) found with them is for the institution of proceedings 
against the out-hamlets for non-payment of church rates and an endorsement on another 
paper quotes counsel's opinion regarding the origins of the rates, referring to the first such 
levy 'about 1683'. The 1683 account is in the group. This and other evidence suggests that 
the accounts and levy books were produced as exhibits in an ecclesiastical court, almost 
certainly that of the Dean, and never returned to the parish. They may have been exhibited 
in more than one dispute. Proceedings by the churchwardens against parishioners for 
non-payment of rates are recorded in certain Dean's Court Act Books, which are in the 
Diocesan Muniment Room, at various dates in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and 
a thorough search may reveal further evidence. As Harwood quotes none of the accounts 
in question and they contain many items of equal interest to those he selects, it appears that 
they were already removed from St. Michael's parish records before he compiled his History. 

There are twenty-four accounts, all except one on parchment, of varying sizes and shapes, 
some of more than one membrane. The odd man out is a second copy, slightly variant, of 
the 1716 account (for 1715-16). The year runs from Purification to Purification (i.e. 
Candlemas, but the term is not used in dating these accounts), at the end of which period the 
account was normally made up. Some documents cover more than one year. The layout 
is a simple division into Receipts and Disbursements. 

The parish had three main sources of revenue, rents, profits from the ley of the churchyard 
and the levy or church rate. 

Rents are first referred to in the account for 1585-86: 

Item receaved of Jhon Ilbecke for his yeares rent . . . . xvij s 
Item of Adam Holiehead for his yeares Rente . . . . v s 
Item of Frauncis Adams for his yeares rent . . . . . v s 
Item of Widowe Christoferson for her yeares rent . . . . vij s 
Item of Mr. Biddull for his yeares rent . . . . . . xxv s 
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12 SOME EARLY CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS 

The tenants change but the income from rents remains the same for the rest of the sixteenth 
century. In 1660 there is an overall increase of six shillings and by the end of the century 
five rents produce £6 10s. 6d. The 1732 account, the latest in this group, shows: 

Receiv'd of James Marklew for rent . . . . . . . 0 12 0 
6 
0 
0 
0 

Receiv'd of Widow Cooper for rent . . . . . . . 0 7 
Receiv'd for Mr. Deakins house and Croft 4 0 
Receiv'd of Mr. Buckridge for rent . . . . . . . 0 7 
Receiv'd of John Lamb for rent . . . . . . . 117 

a total of £7 3s. 6d. 
In an indenture of the Corporation of Lichfield of 24 Oct. 1553 (quoted in Harwood) it 

was ordered that the churchwardens of St. Michael's should have the leying, setting and 
letting of the churchyard and make account of the rents and the profits of the herbage thereof 
to the Bailiffs, Burgesses and Commoners. In confirmation of this the accounts for 1558-59, 
1585-86, 1596-97 and 1598-99 are headed by a statement that they were made before the 
Bailiffs. This ley was an important source of revenue although its value declined in the 
eighteenth century. In the 1732 account are recorded sums of 14j. 9d. for Michaelmas Lay 
1731, 13J. 4d. for All Saints Lay and 12s. 6d. for Lady Day Lay 1732. This shows very 
little change from 1660-61, when first and second leys totalled £2 3s. 3d., winter grass 
13.s. Ad., in spite of the lapse of time and changing value of money. 

Earlier entries are more detailed and are not concerned with grass only: 
[1554-55] 

for ij dedd ashys . . . . . . . . xxd 
Item for the croppes of the asshys . . . . . . . xxj s iiij d 
Item Reyceyvid for xiij kye of the furst Gras in the churche yarde . xix s vj d 
Item Rec' for xix kye and a hayffe [heifer] at the second Gras . . xix .y vj d 
Item of mr feknam for the iij Gras . . . . . . . viij s 

1558-59 
Item receved for leyinge of beasse over nyght in the Churche yerde . v s 

These were probably cattle on their way to market. 
1585-86 

Item for the first grasse in the Churchyarde . . . . . xxx s 
Item for the second grasse there . . . . . . . xvij s 
Item for the wynter grasse there . . . . . . . iij s vj d 
Item reed of Alyc Carter for a wyndfall ashe . . . . . xviij d 
Item rec' for fower ashes more . . . . . . . iiij s 

1598-99 
Item for kyddes and a stycke of ewe . . . . . . xiiij s 
Item for old ashes . . . . . . . . . . xiiij s 

One hopes the cattle were not pastured within reach of the yew. Kids are bundles of brush
wood used in road repair. 

St. Michael's churchyard still has many trees. These used to be grown less for effect than 
for practical purposes as a source of income, for firewood and timber. This is underlined 
by such entries as the payments in 1598-99 (as well as the receipts already quoted): 

. . . for xlvj younge Ashes sett in the Churchyarde . . . . iiij s iij d 

. . . to Humfry Wetton for more Ashes . . . . . . x d 

. . . to Streete for helping to sett them . . . . . . vj d 

. . . to Griffin and Streete for cropping thashes . . . . . iiij s 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



FOOD, FORESTERS, FINES and FELONS 
A History of Cannock Forest (1086-1300) 

J. GOULD, F.S.A. 

CANNOCK FOREST WAS created by an arbitrary act of William I. Earlier, Saxon kings 
had their hunting grounds and foresters about which people grumbled; but a Royal Forest, 
subject to special forest laws in addition to the ordinary laws of the realm, was an innovation 
brought from the Continent. What the English thought of this is probably best epitomized 
in the well-known lines of the Chronicle concerning the Conqueror: 

He set apart a vast deer preserve and imposed laws 
concerning it. 

Whoever slew a hart or a hind 
Was to be blinded. 
He forbade the killing of boars 
Even as the killing of harts 
For he loved the stags as dearly 
As though he had been their father. 
Hares also he decreed should go unmolested. 
The rich complained and the poor lamented, 
But he was too relentless to care though all might 

hate him, 
And they were compelled, if they wanted 
To keep their lives and their lands 
And their goods and the favour of the King, 
To submit themselves wholly to his will1. 

To make the forest laws more acceptable, an attempt was made in the reign of Henry I 
to give them historical authority. A code of forest laws was drawn up and assigned to 
King Cnut. This forgery has caused confusion in the past for it has only recently been 
recognized for what it is. 

The twelfth-century author, Richard fitz Nigel, defined a forest in the following terms: 
The King's forest is a safe refuge for wild beasts; not every kind of beast, but those 

that live in woods, not in any kind of place, but in selected spots suitable for the 
purpose. 

He also stated that royal forests were not created in all counties but: 
only in well-wooded ones, where there are hiding places and rich pasture for wild 
beasts, nor does it matter to whom the woods belong, whether to the King or the 
magnates of the realm, the wild animals can nonetheless roam about, free and 
unharmed2. 

Staffordshire was evidently an ideal place for a royal forest. Domesday presents it as 
thinly populated and well wooded. The diagrams drawn by Kinvig showing the locations 
of the Domesday plough-teams and the Domesday population, show no area more sparsely 

1 Laud Chronicle, A.D. 1086, trans, by G. N. Garmonsway, The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Everyman edn., 
1953, p. 220. 

2 Richard fitz Nigel (asc), Dialogus de Scaccario, E.H.D. (English Historical Documents), ii, 1953, ed. 
D. C. Douglas. 
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36 FOOD, FORESTERS, FINES AND FELONS 

following year for he was a supporter of Simon de Montfort 1 0 7. As such he could scarcely 
be expected to worry about the King's displeasure and his men would need feeding over the 
festive season. They made up a hunting party on the Wednesday before Christmas, 
entered the forest and took ten does, three bucks, two hinds and one 'fecon'. Subsequently 
Ralph was killed at the Battle of Evesham and after his death the case was reported to the 
Justices (1271). Many of the hunting party were then dead, one was in Ireland, two were 
in the Holy Land, three could not be found and were outlawed, and of the two held in prison 
Robert de Knystele was released on payment of 20s. but the other, Richard de Wemme was 
pardoned, 'for the good of the King's soul, and because he is poor and a minstrel' 1 0 8. 

The Chases and the Parks 
A bishop was not necessarily any more easy to deal with than a baron as can be seen in 

a different context to that of the forest. In 1259, the Bishop took a multitude of armed 
men, lay and clerical, with coats of mail, lances, bows and arrows and other arms, broke 
down the doors of the King's Free Chapel at Stafford and then beat and ill-treated the canons, 
chaplains and clerks. When called to answer for this the Bishop refused to do so, pleading 
benefit of the clergy 1 0 9. In 1286 forest matters came to a head with the then Bishop -
Roger de Meuland. As previously stated, Richard I had disafforested all the Bishop's 
holdings and had granted Cannock and Rugeley to him. It was alleged that after disaffore-
station, the bishops did not at first interfere with either vert or venison, but that Bishop 
Alexander de Staveley, after Henry III had confirmed King Richard's grants, began to take 
venison. The foresters opposed him, but after the Bishop had excommunicated the Chief 
Forester, they gave in. Roger de Meuland denied all this, claiming that from the time of 
King Richard's grants, his predecessors had always taken venison without interference. 
It was also alleged that the Bishop had built two deer-leaps at his park in Haywood and one 
at his park in Brewood. These operated against the forest, allowing the deer to enter the 
parks but not to leave. Creation of deer-leaps near a forest was always a serious business. 
In the end, the Bishop surrendered his land in Cannock Forest to the King, gave the King 
a gift of £1,000, and received his land back with the express right of free chase within stated 
bounds (Cannock Chase), power to enclose woods and make parks, but there was to be no 
deer-leap and nets were not to be used to catch deer outside a parjc1!0. Unfortunately, 
the limits of the Chase were defined by small brooks and roads, the names of most of which 
have now been lost. Part of the boundary, however, ran along Chad's Dyke which can still 
be seen between Pye Green and Pottal Pool; there, it is about 8 ft. wide and 4 ft. deep. The 
upcast of the ditch being on the lower side shows it was not intended for defence. It was 
probably intended as a boundary when it was first dug, sometime prior to A.D. 1290. 

The existence of Cannock Chase and Sutton Chase was bound to cause trouble with the 
foresters, though at one time, the Bishop was Roger de Weseham and the Chief Forester, 
Thomas de Weseham. The parks also did not help, since deer hunted in the forest often 
fled to one of the chases or parks and vice versa. A park was much smaller than a chase 
and was surrounded by a fence. At the beginning of the thirteenth century there were parks 
at Drayton, Brewood and Walsall. That at Drayton was granted to Ralph Bassett by the 

1 0 7 Plea Roll 51 Henry III, S.H.C., iv, p. 165. 
1 0 8 Pleas of the Forest, 1271, S.H.C., V (i), p. 145. 
10» Plea Rolls, 43 Henry III, S.H.C., iv, p. 141. 
1 1 0 Pleas of the Forest, 1286, S.H.C., V (i), pp. 167/8; Magnum Registrum, d594, S.H.C., 1924, p. 285. 
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FOOD, FORESTERS, FINES AND FELONS 37 

Earl of Warwick at the commencement of John's reign, Ralph paying two bucks a year and 
promising not to make a deer trap 1 1 1 . The forest bounds perambulated in 1286 touched 
this park. The park at Brewood also, was only just outside the forest. King John gave 
permission for its enclosure, two leagues in circumference in 120011', though a document 
dated 1151 also refers to it 1 1 3 . The park at Walsall was in existence before 1248, when an 
agreement was made concerning its ownership1 1 4. An undated grant by William Ruffus to 
the burgesses of Walsall about the time of King John also refers to it 1 1 5 . 

The Earl of Warwick was given special permission by Edward I to follow deer leaving his 
chase and entering the forest1 1 6. When a hunted deer left the park at Brewood for the forest, 
a Hugh de Pendeford caught the chasing greyhound and wrongfully kept it; John de 
Pendeford skinned the deer and took the venison home 1 1 7. When the King's huntsmen 
chased a deer at Gailey, it fled to the park at Brewood. There, John de la Wytemore shot 
it in front of the King's dogs. The deer was later dragged dead from a fishpond by John 
Gifford, who gave half the venison to the nuns of Brewood. As a result, John de la Wytemore 
was fined one mark, John Gifford 20s. but the nuns were pardoned for the good of the King's 
soul 1 1 8. On one occasion foresters caught eight dogs following a deer from Sutton Chase 1 1 9. 
Dogs from Wyrley (in the disafforested area of the Bishop) were not expeditated and caused 
trouble in the forest by chasing the game 1 2 0. 

On the other hand a chase near a forest may have helped the forest, for deer-stealing on 
a chase was probably less risky than in the forest, where the King had his special laws backed 
up with a host of officials. The owner of a chase had to manage as best he could, though 
occasionally he might ask the King for help. In 1298 the King sent a commission to inquire 
into deer-stealing at Haywood and Brewood, and in 1303, 1305 and 1306 commissions were 
to inquire into deer-stealing with violence on Sutton Chase, the Earl of Warwick being on 
the King's service in Scotland1 2 1. 

THE DECLINE OF THE FOREST 
Throughout the thirteenth century the forest area was being nibbled away by assarts, 

encroachments and bad administration. The tendency increased as the century neared its 
end. In the documents appear occasional references to shepherds1 2 2, though the nibbling 
sheep are only a sign of the decline and not the cause of it. Charcoal burners appeared in 
the neighbouring Needwood Forest 1 2 3 and were soon to devastate Sutton Chase 1 2 4 but not 
until the sixteenth century, in the era of the Paget ironworks, were the woods around Cannock 
to disappear1 2 5. 
1 1 1 [Bracken], Forest & Chase of Sutton Coldfield, 1860, p. 30. 
1 1 2 Magnum Registrum d221, S.H.C., 1924, p. 103. 
1 1 3 Ibid., d262, p. 126. 
1 1 4 R. W. Gillespie, Walsall Records, 1914, no. 1. 
1 1 5 R. Sims, Calendar of the Deeds and Documents belonging to the Corporation of Walsall, 1882, no. 1. 
1 1 6 [Bracken], Forest and Chase of Sutton Coldfield, 1860, p. 34. 
1 1 7 Pleas of the Forest, 1286, S.H.C., V (i), p. 162. 
1 1 8 Ibid., p. 163. 
1 1 9 Ibid. 
1 2 0 Ibid. 
121 Calendar of Patent Rolls, 26 Jan. 1298; 18 April 1303; 6 Dec. 1305; 16 Aug. 1306. 
1 2 2 Pleas of the Forest, 1286, S.H.C., V (i), p. 164, or S.H.C., xi, p. 6. 
1 2 3 J. C. Cox, Royal Forests of England, p. 137. 
1 2 4 J. Gould, Men of Aldridge, 1957, p. 34. 
1 2 5 G. R. Morton, Reconstruction of an Industry. The Paget Ironworks, Trans., vi, 1966, p. 23. 
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PROGRAMME 1965-66 
1965 
May 15 Day excursion to Berkswell Church; Temple Balsall Church; Baddesley Clinton 

(T. Ferrers, Esq.); Hampton-in-Arden Church, The Moat House and Church 
Farm (Prof. H. F. Humphreys) 
Leader: M. M. Hallett 

June 26 Day excursion to Castle Old Fort, Stonnall (J. A. Goodyear, Esq.); Rushall Hall 
(Mr. and Mrs. G. Bird); Little Wyrley Hall (Mrs. E. Wallace); Pillaton Hall and 
St. Modwena Chapel (Lord Hatherton); Bangley Park, site of sixteenth-century 
blast-furnace, and timber-framed cottage (W. G. Adderley, Esq.); Castle Ring 
Leader: J. W. Whiston 

Oct. 1 Annual General Meeting. 
Lichfield Inventories: Miss M. Anderson 
Aldridge cruck cottages: V. F. Penn 
Frejus (Var, France): Dr. J. G. L. Cole 
Croxall, aerial photograph of a deserted medieval village: J. W. Whiston. 

Oct. 14 Civic Evening at King's Hill School, Lichfield. 
Boudicca: Dr. Graham Webster, F.S.A. 
Industrial archaeology in Staffordshire: R. J. Sherlock, F.S.A. 

Nov. 5 Medieval pottery: K. J. Barton, F.S.A. 
Nov. 18 The early iron-industry in Walsall and the surrounding district (with supporting 

exhibition): Geo. R. Morton 
(Open meeting at Walsall Public Library.) 

Dec. 3 Food, Foresters, Fines and Felons. Cannock Forest A.D. 1086-1300: J. Gould, F.S.A. 

1966 
Jan. 7 Excavations at Caves Inn, Warwickshire: Hugh Cameron. 
Jan. 19 Travel Evening at St. Michael's Hall, Lichfield. 

Jugo-Slavia: R. F. Dodd 
Roman Gaul: Miss G. K. Mills. 

Jan. 28 Excavations at Wall (Staffs.): J. Gould, F.S.A. 
(Open meeting at Town Hall, Tamworth) 

Feb. 4 Caldwell Hall, a Manor-house site at Kidderminster: C. I. Walker 
Feb. 18 Food, Foresters, Fines and Felons. Cannock Forest A.D. 1086-1300: J. Gould, F.S.A. 

(Open meeting at Public Library, Walsall) 
Feb. 25 Travel Evening at St. Michael's Hall, Lichfield. 

The changing face of Lichfield: J. M. Sanders 
Egypt: A. A. Round 

Mar. 4 The Geography of Roman Britain: A. L. F. Rivet, F.S.A. 

Mar. 11 Saxon Palaces: P. Rahtz, F.S.A. 
(Open meeting at Town Hall, Tamworth. The Very Rev. W. S. Macpherson, 
Dean of Lichfield in the Chair). 

NOTICES 
Mr. J. GOULD, honorary secretary of the Society, has been elected a Fellow of the 

Society of Antiquaries of London. 
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